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What’s New?

Crystal Reports XI & Business Objects Enterprise XI, Release 2
New for Users of Crystal v10




 

Crystal Reports 

Crystal Reports XI includes new report authoring enhancements and application development capabilities. New features include: 

• Dynamic cascading prompts (parameter driven) 

• Tighter integration with Business Views and universe metadata 

• Fully updated “look and feel,” including a new XP-like interface 

Crystal Reports XI Release 2 brings new enhancements in two main areas: 

• Easier navigation with advanced search in the HTML preview tab throughout all pages of a report including any visible sub reports 

• Increased productivity with features like improved drag-and-drop capabilities onto and within a report 
BusinessObjects Enterprise 

Universes 

The patented Business Objects semantic layer is the foundation for empowering end-user query and analysis. It abstracts the complexity of data by using business language rather than data language to access, manipulate, and organize data. The business language is stored in objects in a Business Objects universe. Both Web Intelligence and Crystal Reports can access universes using the Business Objects universe query panel, which allows users to drag and drop fields, measures, and dimensions straight onto the report. 

All universe objects and connections are stored and secured in the CMC, requiring a user to log in to BusinessObjects Enterprise to use Universe Designer. 

New for Users of BusinessObjects 5.x/6.x

 

BusinessObjects Enterprise



 

BusinessObjects Enterprise is our single BI platform based extensively on the proven Crystal Enterprise v10 architecture. It is based on modern web standards with an industry-based communication framework that ties all the components and services together. It has been recognized as a highly scalable, reliable, and powerful platform in tens of thousands of customer deployments in production since its inception. 

Scheduling 

Scheduling in BusinessObjects XI is flexible, scalable, and fault tolerant. Incorporated into the Central Management Server (CMS), scheduling requires little to no additional configuration beyond setting up access to email servers, printers, and file servers to get started. 

There are many options available for scheduling including scheduling based on a specified time, a recurring schedule, or even a predefined business calendar. Depending on the objects type and the abilities of the processing servers, the scheduler can schedule to different formats including Excel, PSF, Word, and text and to different destinations including email, printer, or file server. 

The Semantic Layer 

BusinessObjects XI Release 2 brings a number of improvements to the Business Objects universes, with the objective of meeting the requirements of the specialized end-user client tools. 

The ability to build universes upon OLAP data sources helps organizations leverage their data stored in OLAP servers and easily standardize on BusinessObjects XI for all of their BI requirements. OLAP-based universes are available with BusinessObjects XI for SAP BW. With BusinessObjects XI Release 2, it has been extended to Essbase and Microsoft Analysis Services. Note also that Web Intelligence can access Oracle OLAP via SQL by using the Oracle metadata bridge with BusinessObjects XI. 

The metadata bridge functionality that has been available in previous versions of the Universal Metadata Bridge has been integrated into the Universe Designer in BusinessObjects XI Release 2. Additionally it supports the Common Warehousing Metamodel (CWM) version 1.1. This functionality is also extended to include the lineage and impact analysis of Data Integrator. 

Other universe design enhancements in BusinessObjects XI Release 2 include: 

• Support for Unicode, which gives you the ability to work with tables in different languages in the same universe 

• The ability for prompted reports to take advantage of the index awareness functionality available in most databases 

• The ability to create cascading prompts within the Universe Designer interface 

• Enhancement of the SQL created using the semantic layer to include server side data ranking and the ability to delegate query splits to the database 

• Improved universe security management with more intuitive workflows and the ability to combine rows restrictions with AND or OR operators 

Business Views 

Business Views are designed to simplify the report creation, modification, and interaction experience by abstracting the complexity of data for Crystal Reports developers. Business Views help separate the data connections, data access, business elements, and the overall business definition and allow for granular access control for report designers. 

BusinessObjects Live Office 
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Embed secure, refreshable charts right inside PowerPoint

Live Office helps business users easily embed accurate, updatable data in Word documents, Excel spreadsheets, and PowerPoint presentations. These resulting Office documents can then be securely shared with others using the BusinessObjects Enterprise platform and hosted in corporate portals for collaborative performance management. 

Users can now manage their Office documents the same way they manage their other BI content while taking advantage of the BusinessObjects Enterprise advanced security and BI deployment power. 
Live Office XI Release 2 deepens integration with the Office system. It allows business users to leverage the dynamic cascading prompt from a Crystal report to filter the embedded data. It is also possible to bind these prompts to specific cells in a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet so they can be re-filtered using simple drop-down menus. Within Excel, Live Office also allows for drill down on embedded charts from a Crystal report in order to view the next level of detail. 

Live Office XI currently supports Crystal Reports, Web Intelligence, and OLAP Intelligence. 

Crystal Reports 
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Crystal Reports – The standard for enterprise reporting

Crystal Reports is the world standard for enterprise reporting; it is a reporting solution that helps rapidly create flexible, feature-rich, high-fidelity reports and tightly integrate them into web and windows applications. 

Crystal Reports is also embedded within enterprise application software provided by leading vendors including Microsoft, SAP, PeopleSoft, Siebel, Borland, BEA, and IBM. Over 500 leading independent software vendors have standardized on Crystal Reports as their trusted partner for enterprise reporting. 
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